
St Mel’s Parish 
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7 Evaline Street Campsie NSW 2194 
Ph. 9787 1582    

 

Email: stmelscampsie@bigpond.com 
Website: www.stmelscampsie.org.au 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Anthony Mifsud 
 

Parish Secretary:  Diane Daher 
 

Parish Office Opening hours: 9.30am-3pm on 
Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday.   

Monday & Wednesday office is closed. 
 

 

St Mel’s Catholic Primary School:  
9789 3800 

 

 

 

SAINTS and FEAST DAYS THIS MONTH 

FRIDAY 3rd July:     St Thomas (apostle) 

SATURDAY 4th July:    St Elizabeth of Portugal 

MONDAY 6th July:      St Maria Goretti (virgin, martyr) 

THURSDAY 9th July:  St Augustine Zhao Rong (priest and companions, martyrs) 

SATURDAY 11th July:    St Benedict (abbott) 

MONDAY 13th July:  St Henry 

TUESDAY 14th July:  St Camillus de Lellis (priest)  

WEDNESDAY 15th July: St Bonaventure (bishop, doctor) 

THURSDAY 16th July:  Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

MONDAY 20th July:  St Apollinaris (bishop, martyr) 

TUESDAY 21st July:  St Lawrence of Brindise (priest, doctor) 

THURSDAY 23rd July:  St Bridget (religious) 

FRIDAY 24th July:   St Sharbel Makhluf (priest) 

SATURDAY 25th July:  St James (apostle) 

WEDNESDAY 29th July: St Martha  

THURSDAY 30th July:  St Peter Chrysologus (bishop, doctor) 

FRIDAY 31st July:   St Ignatius of Loyola (priest) 

PARISH MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil:   5pm 
Sunday:   8.30am & 10am 
Weekdays:   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,  
Wednesday:  7pm followed by adoration. 

SACRAMENTS: 
Reconciliation:    Saturday 10am to 10.30am & 4pm to 4.30pm. 
Baptismal Preparation:    First Tuesday of The Month. Call Parish Office to register. 
Baptisms:     11am Sundays  
Weddings:      By arrangement  with six months notice 
Care for the Sick:     Please call the presbytery.  

                 DEVOTIONS:  (currently cancelled until further restrictions ease) 
Rosary:     After weekday masses  
Adoration:     9.30am Saturday & first Friday of the month 
Italian Prayer Group:  Tuesday. 10am - Lower Parish Hall. 

Churches reopened 

www.stmelscampsie.org.au 
As you are aware the federal government’s 3

-step framework states that every religious 

gathering is now limited to a maximum of  

50 people. As of the 1st July, 2020 these 

restrictions will be eased which will allow 

us to have more parishioners attending 

mass. However, we are still required to com-

ply with the social distancing rule which is 

4sqm per person. In line with this require-

ment on every pew you will find a sticker 

indicating where you are to sit during 

masses. We realize that families have indi-

cated that they would like to be seated to-

gether however if we allow families to sit as 

groups  we would need to separate people 

further apart and that would restrict our num-

bers in the area we have. So out of respect of 

others we kindly ask if you could adhere to 

the social distancing rules in place. 

If you would like to attend mass or know 

somebody who would like to attend, we ask 

you first if possible to register at our parish 

website at: 

www.stmelscampsie.org.au  
(This website is a work in progress so again 

we appreciate your patience.) 

If you do not have access to a computer or 

internet call or email the parish office and we 

will be able to assist you to register for your 

preferred mass. 

We do understand the frustration of not being 

able to attend mass as usual, however, we 

ask you to be patient and abide by the cur-

rent restrictions. Please note that as you en-

ter the Church you will need to use the 

side door only, (presbytery side),  hand 

sanitiser is available and is to be used on 

entering and leaving the Church. You will 

also notice that the pews have been 

marked with stickers indicating where you 

can be seated. These will help us to comply 

with the social distancing requirements. 

If a confirmed case of COVID-19 occurs in a 

parish, every person who has registered as an 

attendee of the parish will be contacted with 

further instructions. 

Mass attendance from 1 July 2020 

Inline with the social distancing laws of 4sqm 

per person, from the 1st July, 2020 we will 

be permitted to have 100 people in our 

Church for each weekday and weekend 

masses. During the weekend masses only the 

front doors of the Church will be open and pa-

rishioners will be escorted or advised were to 

sit. We ask that before you enter the Church to 

use the hand sanitizers that are provided at all 

doors of the Church. We still encourage pa-

rishioners to register for masses at our parish 

website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have heard from the sculptor Timothy 

Schmalz and he has advised that hopefully 

our Padre Pio sculpture should be finished by 

mid August and he is hopeful  to be able to 

arrange shipment and have it arrive by mid to 

late September with all going well with the 

current global situation. However, we still 

need to prepare the formwork where the 

statue will  be placed and currently looking 

into getting quotes. If anyone would still like 

to donate towards this, please place your do-

nation in the boxes within the Church that are 

labeled Padre Pio. Or bring your donation to 

the Parish. We still encourage you to return 

your recyclable 10c bottles which will also 

assist in this project. Thank you. 



FIRST READ ING   Is 55:10-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come 

down from the heavens and do not return without water-

ing the earth, making it yield and giving growth to pro-

vide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the 

word that goes from my mouth does not return to me 

empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in 

what it was sent to do.’ 

 WORD OF THE LORD. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 64:10-14. R. Lk 8:8 

 

(R.) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 

fruitful harvest 
 

       You care for the earth, give it water,  

you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 

to provide its grain. (R.) 
 

 And thus you provide for the earth;  

you drench its furrows, 

you level it, soften it with showers, 

you bless its growth. (R.) 
 

 You crown the year with your goodness.  

Abundance flows in your steps, 

in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. (R.) 
 

 The hills are girded with joy,  

the meadows covered with flocks, 

the valleys are decked with wheat. 

They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R.) 

 

SECOND READING   Rom 8:18-23 

A reading from letter of the St Paul  

to the Romans 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be com-

pared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for 

us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to re-

veal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of crea-

tion that it was made unable to attain its purpose, it was 

made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of be-

ing freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence, to enjoy 

the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From 

the beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, 

has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and 

not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits 

of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our 

bodies to be set free.  WORD OF THE LORD. 

12th July, 2020    Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  (Year A)  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Mt 11:25 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 

all who come to him will live for ever. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL Mt 13:1-23 

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to  

Matthew 
 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such 

crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and 

sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told 

them many things in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the 

birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of 

rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight 

away, because there was no depth of earth; but as soon 

as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having 

any roots, they withered away. Others fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others 

fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a hun-

dredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who 

has ears!’ 

Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do 

you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied ‘the 

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, 

but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has 

will be given more, and he will have more than enough; 

but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be 

taken away. The reason I talk to them in parables is that 

they look without seeing and listen without hearing or 

understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is 

being fulfilled: 

 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 

see and see again, but not perceive. 

For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 

their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut 

their eyes, for fear they should see with their 

eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their 

heart, and be converted and be healed by me. 

 

We remember in our Masses   
Lord, we commend to your loving care all the sick of our parish:  Max & Theresa Lay, Iris Eagleson, Dyan 

Rivai, Max Lay, Jerome Evan Carrillo, Joan Karam, Violet El-Kazzi, Elena Lorenzo, George Mattar, Nicholas 

Galvez Sr, Jeanette Lahood, Michelle & Toufic El-Dib, Leila Machaalany, John Duigan, Helena Knox, Cong Hen 

Khong, Peter Xu, Flordeliza Gonzales, Joshua & Francesco Frascella, Lisa Santo, Lyn Martin, Irene Antonio, Bill 

Gaynor, Cindy Williams, John Heirlehy, Francisco De Felipe, Marie Varini, Mary Maney, Chahid Hanna, Joseph 

Romain, Maura Turija, Betty Williams, Vicky Pineda, Leonardo Hasham, Ampy Bollman, Mark & Merle Batter-

son, Ramon Alonzo, Rosalie Ferraren, David Sheumack, Claude & Jeanette Chidiac, Madeline Abouzeid, 

 Lord, we pray for our recently deceased especially: Clara Baet, Wiyano Hindarto, Joe Farah, Nancy McAp-

pion, Habib Safi, Youmana Farhart, Rolly Madrona, John James Lee, Maria Di Noia, Antointette Pace, Habib 

Safi,  Marie Varini, Clara Baet, Yolla Issa Nehme, Juliette Dahdah, Hilda Gelido, Paulette Aouad, Avelina 

Jimenez, Eddie Doran, Veejay Hernandez, Anna Maria Stergion,  

We also pray for all the Souls of the faithful departed: Amin Lay, Maria Amelia & Martinho, Maria Jose 

Ramos, Da Silva family members, Edward Joseph Jacobs, Ena Mary Jacobs, Edwin James Jacobs, Francis Joseph 

Jacobs, Anne Delores Jacobs, Fred, Saidi, Rose-Dolly Stanton, Hesnay Moses, Joseph Dann, Maria Schembri, 

Kerry Johnson, Cosmo Forgione & family members, Grazia Carbone & family members, Giovanna Digiambat-

tista, Fayez Safi, Abraham Sabbagh, Rodolfo & Carmelita Constantino, Elma Abdennour, Akel Youssef, Suzanne 

Daher, Simone Daher, Leodegario Chan, Rosie Samyia, Jose & Maria Da Silva, Francesco Viterale, Sung & 

Maria Chaird, Mantoura Makhlouf, Jose Miguel De Andrade, Maria Morais, Edilberto Cellona, John & Therese 

Coorey, Gebou Peboar, Therese Badaoui, James Lahood, Sayed Saad, Shirley Gorrie,  

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Ron Coorey, Mary Miles Navarez, Giorgio Repice, 

Thomas McAppion, Emaline Basha, Badewi Fayad, Minerva Matthewa, Julie Coorey, Lord Hear Us. 

But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and 

holy men longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it. 

‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without under-

standing, the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on 

the edge of the path. The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it 

at once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution on account 

of the word, and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, 

but the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the one who 

received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest 

and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’     GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

Sunday 12 Jul 2020   REFLECTION        by Dianne Bergant CSA 

The readings for this Sunday call us to self-examination. The gospel describes various levels of receptivity, the 

willingness to allow ourselves to receive from another, to be influenced by another, perhaps even to be trans-

formed. The more independent we are, the less likely we will be open to others and, consequently, less receptive 

to their ideas. By definition disciples are receptive to the one they follow. To be a disciple of Jesus requires recep-

tivity, so it is important that we scrutinise ourselves to discover the extent to which we are open. To what should 

we be receptive? To the words of Scripture, the words of the liturgy, the words of the sacraments, the living tradi-

tion of the community. God’s word is sown in many forms and under many guises. It makes little difference who 

sows the seed.  How will we receive it? 

Besides the word of God, the readings speak of the world of God. The people of biblical times were aware of the 

revelation of God in and through the natural world. Isaiah teaches about the effectiveness of the word of God 

through the metaphor of rain. The psalmist uses the natural world to describe God’s work of salvation. Paul 

claims that eschatological fulfilment will include all of creation. Finally, Jesus’ parables are rooted in stories 

about nature. We cannot afford to close our eyes to the needs of the natural world, or stop our ears to the cries of 

the earth, or harden our hearts to the world of which we are a part, for the word of God will accomplish the end 

for which God sent it.          © Dianne Bergant CSA 
 

Dianne Bergant CSA was a Professor of Biblical Studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, where she taught from 1978 to 2014. She holds a 

BS in Elementary Education from Marian College, Fond du Lac, WI; an MA and PhD in Biblical Languages and Literature from St Louis University. 

Amongst other things, she served as President of Catholic Biblical Association of America (2000-2001) and has been awarded honorary doctorates from 

several other universities. She was an active member of the Chicago Catholic/Jewish Scholars Dialogue (1988-2017) and sat on the editorial boards of 

The Bible Today (1979-2005), Biblical Theology Bulletin (1990-2014), Catholic Biblical Quarterly (1992-2001), New Theology Review (1997-2003), 

Teaching Theology and Religion (2003-2005), and Chicago Studies (2003-2009). She has taught and lectured in many places in the United States and 

abroad and has written numerous books, articles and chapters in books. 


