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SAINTS and FEAST DAYS THIS MONTH 

FRIDAY 3rd July:     St Thomas (apostle) 

SATURDAY 4th July:    St Elizabeth of Portugal 

MONDAY 6th July:      St Maria Goretti (virgin, martyr) 

THURSDAY 9th July:  St Augustine Zhao Rong (priest and companions, martyrs) 

SATURDAY 11th July:    St Benedict (abbott) 

MONDAY 13th July:  St Henry 

TUESDAY 14th July:  St Camillus de Lellis (priest)  

WEDNESDAY 15th July: St Bonaventure (bishop, doctor) 

THURSDAY 16th July:  Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

MONDAY 20th July:  St Apollinaris (bishop, martyr) 

TUESDAY 21st July:  St Lawrence of Brindise (priest, doctor) 

THURSDAY 23rd July:  St Bridget (religious) 

FRIDAY 24th July:   St Sharbel Makhluf (priest) 

SATURDAY 25th July:  St James (apostle) 

WEDNESDAY 29th July: St Martha  

THURSDAY 30th July:  St Peter Chrysologus (bishop, doctor) 

FRIDAY 31st July:   St Ignatius of Loyola (priest) 

PARISH MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil:   5pm 
Sunday:   8.30am & 10am 
Weekdays:   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,  
Wednesday:  7pm followed by adoration. 

SACRAMENTS: 
Reconciliation:    Saturday 10am to 10.30am & 4pm to 4.30pm. 
Baptismal Preparation:    First Tuesday of The Month. Call Parish Office to register. 
Baptisms:     11am Sundays  
Weddings:      By arrangement  with six months notice 
Care for the Sick:     Please call the presbytery.  

                 DEVOTIONS:  (currently cancelled until further restrictions ease) 
Rosary:     After weekday masses  
Adoration:     9.30am Saturday & first Friday of the month 
Italian Prayer Group:  Tuesday. 10am - Lower Parish Hall. 

Churches reopened 

www.stmelscampsie.org.au 
 

Even though mass attendance is now 

unlimited we are still required to comply 

with the social distancing rule which is 

4sqm per person. This means with the 

area available in our Church we can 

only accommodate 100 people per 

mass.  In line with this requirement on 

every pew you will find a sticker indicat-

ing where you are to sit during masses. 

We realize that families have indicated 

that they would like to be seated together 

however if we allow families to sit as 

groups  we would need to separate people 

further apart and that would restrict our 

numbers in the area we have. So out of 

respect of others we kindly ask if you 

could adhere to the social distancing rules 

in place. 

If you would like to attend mass or know 

somebody who would like to attend, we 

ask you first to register at our parish web-

site at: 

www.stmelscampsie.org.au  
(This website is a work in progress so 

again we appreciate your patience.) 

If you do not have access to a computer 

or internet call or email the parish office 

and we will be able to assist you to regis-

ter for your preferred mass. 
 

We do understand the frustration of not 

being able to attend mass as usual, how-

ever, we ask you to be patient and abide 

by the current restrictions.  
 

Please note that on weekends you will 

need to enter the Church via the front 

entrance, and during the weekday you 

will need to use the side door only, 

(presbytery side).  

On entering and leaving the 

Church you must sanitise your hands 

using the sanitiser dispensers available.  

If a confirmed case of COVID-19 occurs 

in a parish, every person who has regis-

tered as an attendee of the parish will be 

contacted with further instructions. 

We have heard 

from the sculptor 

Timothy Schmalz 

and he has ad-

vised that hope-

fully our Padre 

Pio sculpture 

should be finished 

by mid August 

and he is hopeful  

to be able to ar-

range shipment 

and have it arrive 

by mid to late 

September with 

all going well 

with the current 

global situation. However, we still need to prepare 

the formwork where the statue will  be placed and 

currently looking into getting quotes. If anyone 

would still like to donate towards this, please place 

your donation in the boxes within the Church that 

are labeled Padre Pio. Or bring your donation to 

the Parish. We encourage you to return your recy-

clable 10c bottles which will assist in this project. 

Thank you. 

Mary MacKillop Feast Day Mass  

Livestreamed on Saturday 8th August, 2020 

On the Feast Day of Mary MacKillop Saturday 

the 8th August, 2020 Mary MacKillop Place 

will be closed.  
Mass in the Mary MacKillop Memorial Chapel 

will be livestreamed on Saturday 8th August, 

2020 at 10am, followed by a time of prayer at the 

tomb. 

All details will be posted on the website: 

marymackillopplace@mmp.org.au 
Prayer reflections suitable for prayer at home 

will also be posted on the website for 3 days, 

The 6th/7th and 8th August, 2020. 

Solemnity of The Assumption 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
 

 

Friday 14th August: 7pm Vigil Mass for the 

Solemnity of The Assumption. 
 

Saturday 15th August: 9am Mass  

PLEASE REGISTER FOR MASS ONLINE 



FIRST READ ING   1 Kgs 3:5.7-12 

 

A reading from the book of Kings 
 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, 

‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ Solomon 

replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant 

king in succession to David my father. But I am a 

very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your ser-

vant finds himself in the midst of this people of 

yours that you have chosen, a people so many its 

numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your 

servant a heart to understand how to discern between 

good and evil, for who could govern this people of 

yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solo-

mon should have asked for this. ‘Since you have 

asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked for long 

life for yourself or riches or the lives of your ene-

mies, but have asked for a discerning judgement for 

yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give you 

a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had 

and none will have after you.’ 

 WORD OF THE LORD. 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97 

 

(R.) Lord, I love Your commands 
 

 My  part, I have resolved, O Lord,  

is to obey your word. 

The law from your mouth means more to me 

than silver and gold. (R.) 
 

      Let your love be ready to console me  

by your promise to your servant. 

Let your love come to me and I shall live 

for your law is my delight. (R.) 
 

     That is why I love your commands  

more than finest gold. 

That is why I rule my life by your precepts: 

I hate false ways. (R.) 
 

     Your will is wonderful indeed;  

therefore I obey it. 

The unfolding of your word gives light 

and teaches the simple. (R.) 

 

 

26th July, 2020     Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  (Year A)  

SECOND READING    Rom 8:28-30 

 

A reading from letter of the St Paul to the Romans 
 

We know that by turning everything to their good God co-

operates with all those who love him, with all those that he 

has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he 

chose specially long ago and intended to become true images 

of his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of many broth-

ers. He called those he intended for this; those he called he 

justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory. 

WORD OF THE LORD. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Mt 11:25 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the 

 kingdom. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

GOSPEL Mt 13:44-52 

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to  

Matthew 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like 

treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he hides 

it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys 

the field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for 

fine pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes and 

sells everything he owns and buys it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the 

sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the fish-

ermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the 

good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no use. 

This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will ap-

pear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them 

into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and 

grinding of teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he 

said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who becomes a disci-

ple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who 

brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.’ 

GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

We remember in our Masses   
Lord, we commend to your loving care all the sick of our parish:  Iris Eagleson, Dyan Rivai, Max Lay, 

Jerome Evan Carrillo, Joan Karam, Violet El-Kazzi, Elena Lorenzo, George Mattar, Nicholas Galvez Sr, Jeanette 

Lahood, Michelle & Toufic El-Dib, Leila Machaalany, John Duigan, Helena Knox, Cong Hen Khong, Peter Xu, 

Flordeliza Gonzales, Joshua & Francesco Frascella, Lisa Santo, Lyn Martin, Irene Antonio, Bill Gaynor, Cindy 

Williams, John Heirlehy, Francisco De Felipe, Marie Varini, Mary Maney, Chahid Hanna, Joseph Romain, 

Maura Turija, Betty Williams, Vicky Pineda, Leonardo Hasham, Ampy Bollman, Mark & Merle Batterson, 

Ramon Alonzo, Rosalie Ferraren, David Sheumack, Claude & Jeanette Chidiac, Madeline Abouzeid, 

 Lord, we pray for our recently deceased especially: Clara Baet, Wiyano Hindarto, Joe Farah, Nancy McAp-

pion, Habib Safi, Youmana Farhart, Rolly Madrona, John James Lee, Maria Di Noia, Antointette Pace, Habib 

Safi,  Marie Varini, Clara Baet, Avelina Jimenez, Eddie Doran, Veejay Hernandez, Anna Maria Stergion,  

We also pray for all the Souls of the faithful departed:  Maround & Rose Diab, Amin Lay, Maria Amelia & 

Martinho, Maria Jose Ramos, Da Silva family members, Edward Joseph Jacobs, Ena Mary Jacobs, Edwin James 

Jacobs, Francis Joseph Jacobs, Anne Delores Jacobs, Hesnay Moses, Joseph Dann, Maria Schembri, Kerry John-

son, Cosmo Forgione & family members, Grazia Carbone & family members, Giovanna Digiambattista, Rodolfo 

& Carmelita Constantino, Leodegario Chan, Jose & Maria Da Silva, Francesco Viterale, Mantoura Makhlouf, 

Jose Miguel De Andrade, Maria Morais, Therese Badaoui, James Lahood, Sayed Saad, Shirley Gorrie,  

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Isabelo Corpus, Sarkis Karam, Ane Khong, Ron 

Coorey, Mary Miles Navarez, Giorgio Repice, Thomas McAppion, Emaline Basha, Lord Hear Us. 

           Gospel Reflection  by Greg Sunter 

The twin parables of today’s gospel – the treasure in the field and the pearl of great value – reveal a paradoxical 

truth about the kingdom of Heaven. Throughout the gospels, Jesus presents the kingdom as ‘now but not yet’; as 

‘present but future’. This paradox is captured in these twin parables. In both cases, the kingdom is likened to 

something of great value that is discovered but cannot be immediately grasped. In both parables, the finder must 

go away and sell everything so that they can eventually come to possess the treasure they have discovered. 

By comparing this experience with the kingdom of Heaven, Jesus suggests that most of us can only ever catch 

glimpses of what it means to live in the kingdom. For most of us, only in the future reality of heaven will we ever 

fully come to understand the kingdom. However, those glimpses that we catch – those moments of inspiration and 

connection with God and with one another – are like the treasures of the parables. They are enough to inspire us 

to do what it takes to make sure that we will one day enter into that kingdom reality. 

The third parable of this gospel passage reveals yet another truth about the kingdom. The dragnet thrown into the 

sea is like the message of Jesus – it is flung far and wide and does not discriminate about where it falls or on 

whom it falls. This parable rounds out the chapter that began with the parable of the sower and the image of cast-

ing the net is a neat parallel to the indiscriminate casting of seed. It is not up to the one who casts the net, the seed 

or the Word. Rather it is up to each individual to determine how they will respond to receiving the Word. 

Gospel Focus – The Kingdom is like… 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus consistently uses the figures of speech of simile and metaphor to describe the king-

dom. He never directly describes the kingdom. It is always described as being like some situation or person or as 

if… This figurative use of language means that we have no single clear picture of what the kingdom is like but we 

do have a multitude of metaphors and descriptions. This style of description adds to the paradoxical nature of the 

kingdom – it is like many things yet we don’t really know what it is like at all. 

Scriptural context – Matthew Ch 13 

Over the last few weeks we have now heard Matthew Chapter 13 almost in its entirety. We heard first the parable 

of the sower then last week three short parables about weeds amongst the wheat, the mustard seed growing into a 

great tree and leaven in the flour. Finally, today we have had these additional pithy parables. The entire chapter 

seeks to paint metaphoric images of the kingdom. Woven through these images is a suggestion that the kingdom 

is open to all – all are presented with the invitation – but not everyone will accept that invitation or respond to it 

in the same way. 

© Greg Sunter 

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team 

and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with 

young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat 

and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, 

prayer, and ministry with young people. 


