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SAINTS and FEAST DAYS THIS MONTH 

SATURDAY 1st August:    St Alphonsus Liguori (bishop, doctor) 

MONDAY 3rd August:    St Dominic (priest) 

TUESDAY 4th August:     St John Vianney (priest) 

THURSDAY 6th August: The Transfiguration of The Lord 

SATURDAY 8th August:    St Mary of The Cross (virgin) 

MONDAY 10th August:  St Lawrence (deacon, martyr) 

TUESDAY 11th August:  St Clare (virgin)  

FRIDAY 14th August:  St Maximilian Mary Koebe (priest, martyr) 

SATURDAY 15th August: The Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary 

THURSDAY 20th August: St Bernard (abbot, doctor) 

FRIDAY 21st August:  St Pius X (pope) 

SATURDAY 22nd August: The Queenship of The Blessed Virgin Mary 

MONDAY 24th August:  St Bartholomew (apostle) 

THURSDAY 27th August: St Monica   

FRIDAY 28th August:  St Augustine (bishop, doctor) 

SATURDAY 29th August: The Passion of St John The Baptist (martyr) 

PARISH MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil:   5pm 
Sunday:   8.30am, 10am and (5pm mass during COVID-19 restrictions) 
Weekdays:   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,  
Wednesday:  7pm followed by adoration. 

SACRAMENTS: 
Reconciliation:    Saturday 10am to 10.30am & 4pm to 4.30pm. 
Baptismal Preparation:    First Tuesday of The Month. Call Parish Office to register. 
Baptisms:     11am Sundays  
Weddings:      By arrangement  with six months notice 
Care for the Sick:     Please call the presbytery.  

                 DEVOTIONS:  (currently cancelled until further restrictions ease) 
Rosary:     After weekday masses  
Adoration:     9.30am Saturday & first Friday of the month 
Italian Prayer Group:  Tuesday. 10am - Lower Parish Hall. 

Churches reopened 

www.stmelscampsie.org.au 
 

Even though mass attendance is now 

unlimited we are still required to comply 

with the social distancing rule which is 

4sqm per person. This means with the 

area available in our Church we can 

only accommodate 100 people per 

mass.  In line with this requirement on 

every pew you will find a sticker indicat-

ing where you are to sit during masses. 

We realize that families have indicated 

that they would like to be seated together 

however if we allow families to sit as 

groups  we would need to separate people 

further apart and that would restrict our 

numbers in the area we have. So out of 

respect of others we kindly ask if you 

could adhere to the social distancing rules 

in place. 

If you would like to attend mass or know 

somebody who would like to attend, we 

ask you first to register at our parish web-

site at: 

www.stmelscampsie.org.au  
(This website is a work in progress so 

again we appreciate your patience.) 

If you do not have access to a computer 

or internet call or email the parish office 

and we will be able to assist you to regis-

ter for your preferred mass. 
 

We do understand the frustration of not 

being able to attend mass as usual, how-

ever, we ask you to be patient and abide 

by the current restrictions.  
 

Please note that on weekends you will 

need to enter the Church via the front 

entrance, and during the weekday you 

will need to use the side door only, 

(presbytery side).  

On entering and leaving the 

Church you must sanitise your hands 

using the sanitiser dispensers available.  

If a confirmed case of COVID-19 occurs 

in a parish, every person who has regis-

tered as an attendee of the parish will be 

contacted with further instructions. 

COVID-19 Update 

The NSW Government has recommended parish-

ioners wear face masks when attending religious 

services as an additional safeguard to help com-

bat the spread of COVID-19. 

The Magnificat  

 Canticle of Mary  
(Luke 1:46-55) 

 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 

He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 

henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 

The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 

His mercy is from age to age, 

on those who fear him. 

He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 

He casts the mighty from their thrones 

and raises the lowly. 

He fills the starving with good things, 

sends the rich away empty. 

He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 

the mercy promised to our fathers, 

to Abraham and his sons for ever. 



 

FIRST READ ING   Is 56:1.6-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

. 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with in-
tegrity, for soon my salvation will come and my integrity 

be manifest. 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to 
serve him and to love his name and be his servants – all 
who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to 
my covenant – these I will bring to my holy mountain. I 
will make them joyful in my house of prayer. Their holo-
causts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, 
for my house will be called a house of prayer for all the 

peoples. 

 

WORD OF THE LORD. 
 

 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4 

 

(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you. 
 

 O God, be gracious and bless us  
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 

and all nations learn your saving help. (R.) 

 

 Let the nations be glad and exult  
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 

you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 

 

 Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 

      till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)    
 

 

16th August, 2020     Twentieth  Sunday in Ordinary Time  (Year A)  
 

 

SECOND READING    11:13-15. 29-32 

 

A reading from letter of the St Paul to the 

Romans 

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pa-
gans as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, but 
the purpose of it is to make my own people envious of 
you, and in this way save some of them. Since their re-
jection meant the reconciliation of the world, do you 
know what their admission will mean? Nothing less 
than a resurrection from the dead! God never takes back 

his gifts or revokes his choice. 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and 
now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, so 
those who are disobedient now – and only because of 
the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy mercy eventu-
ally. God has imprisoned all men in their own disobedi-

ence only to show mercy to all  

mankind. 

WORD OF THE LORD. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 4:23 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

GOSPEL Mt 15:21-28 

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according 

Matthew 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman 
from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of 
David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a 
devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his disci-
ples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she 
wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ He 
said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was 
kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He re-
plied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw 
it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even 
house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their mas-
ter’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you 
have great faith. Let your wish be granted.’ And from 

that moment her daughter was well again. 

GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

We remember in our Masses   
Lord, we commend to your loving care all the sick of our parish:  Iris Eagleson, Dyan Rivai, Jerome Evan 

Carrillo, Joan Karam, Violet El-Kazzi, Elena Lorenzo, George Mattar, Nicholas Galvez Sr, Jeanette Lahood, Mi-

chelle & Toufic El-Dib, Leila Machaalany, John Duigan, Helena Knox, Cong Hen Khong, Peter Xu, Flordeliza 

Gonzales, Joshua & Francesco Frascella, Lisa Santo, Cindy Williams, John Heirlehy, Mary Maney, Chahid 

Hanna, Joseph Romain, Maura Turija, Betty Williams, Ampy Bollman, Mark & Merle Batterson, Ramon Alonzo, 

Rosalie Ferraren, David Sheumack, Claude & Jeanette Chidiac, Madeline Abouzeid, 

 Lord, we pray for our recently deceased especially: Antonious Constantine, Eileen MaCarthy, Clara Baet,  

Wiyano Hindarto, Nancy McAppion, Habib Safi, Youmana Farhart, Rolly Madrona, John James Lee, Maria Di 

Noia, Antointette Pace, Marie Varini, Clara Baet, Avelina Jimenez, Eddie Doran, Veejay Hernandez, Anna Maria 

Stergion,  

We also pray for all the Souls of the faithful departed:  Quintino Ferreira, Maria Amelia & Martinho, Maria 

Jose Ramos, Hesnay Moses, Joseph Dann, Maria Schembri, Rodolfo & Carmelita Constantino, Leodegario Chan,  

Francesco Viterale, Maria Morais, Therese Badaoui, James Lahood, Sayed Saad, Shirley Gorrie,  

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  George Rego, Frank Samuel. Isabelo Corpus, 

Sarkis Karam, Ane Khong, Ron Coorey, Mary Miles Navarez, Lord Hear Us. 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 
            

On the surface, today’s gospel passage has little to do with the feast of the Assumption. There is no scriptural ac-
count of the Assumption and so we draw on a different significant gospel passage that features Mary. However, 
the account of Mary rushing to her cousin and exuberantly proclaiming the Magnificat is an example of Mary’s 

joyful ‘Yes’ to life and to God that tradition tells us was rewarded in her bodily assumption into heaven. 

Immediately prior to this account, the angel Gabriel has announced to Mary that she is to give birth to the Christ-
child. Her humble response to the angel and to God is, ‘Let it be done to me according to your word’ even though 
she knew the shame and rejection her pregnancy would cause in her village. Whilst her initial response is subdued 
and humble, it is a ‘Yes’ to God’s will. Mary’s next instinct is an emphatic ‘Yes’ to life. The angel tells Mary that 
her cousin, Elizabeth, is also to bear a child. Elizabeth was an older woman and keenly felt the social and cultural 
shame of not being able to bear children. When Mary hears that Elizabeth is already pregnant she rushes to be 
with her. Where no life was thought possible, God has created life. Elizabeth would have been shamed and re-
garded as inadequate and of lesser standing because of her childlessness. In many ways, Elizabeth was deprived 
of her own life because she could not give birth. Mary’s “Yes” to God and “Yes” to life is confirmed and ampli-

fied by God’s granting fullness of life to Elizabeth. 

Historical Context – Feast of the Assumption 

Since the 5th Century there has been an active tradition and belief around the assumption of Mary. The tradition 
states that Mary was physically ‘taken up’ into heaven at the end of her life. It is believed that her soul and her 
body remained united. This ancient belief was defined as an infallible teaching of the Church by Pope Pius XII in 
1950. It is one of only two infallible statements that have been defined as such and both related to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. The feast is celebrated on August 15 and is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Scriptural context – New life 

The restoration of life to those who are shamed and oppressed that is exemplified in Elizabeth is a compelling 
theme of the gospel of Luke. Time and again, those who are ground down by a lack of life are given new hope 
and new life by the extravagant love of God. And throughout Luke, the recipients of this new life are women. The 
widow of Nain (7:11-15); the sinful woman who washed Jesus’ feet (7:36-50); the woman with a haemorrhage 
(8:43-48); Jairus’ daughter (8:40-56); and the crippled woman (13:10-17) are all examples of this outpouring of 

new life. 

Living the Gospel – Saying ‘Yes’ 

In a world that is increasingly selfish and negative, there is a trend towards isolation from family, neighbours and 
community. In the face of social isolation, the call to a Christian life is a call to say ‘Yes’ to life itself and all it 
offers. To say ‘Yes’ to life is to say ‘Yes’ to life-giving relationships and decisions and ‘No’ to life denying rela-
tionships and decisions. To say ‘Yes’ to life is to say ‘No’ to those things that harm self and harm others. A ‘Yes’ 

to life is a ‘Yes’ to hope; to possibility; to love; to God; and to yourself. 


