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SAINTS and FEAST DAYS THIS MONTH 
THURSDAY 1st October:  St Therese of The Child Jesus (virgin, doctor) 
 

FRIDAY 2nd October:    The Holy Guardian Angels 

WEDNESDAY 7th October: Our Lady of The Rosary 
 

THURSDAY 15th October: St Therese of Jesus (virgin, doctor)  

SATURDAY 17th October:  St Ignatius of Antioch (bishop, martyr) 

WEDNESDAY 28th October: Sts Simon and Jude (apostles)  

 

 

PARISH MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil:   5pm 
Sunday:   8.30am, 10am and (5pm mass during COVID-19 restrictions) 
Weekdays:   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,  
Wednesday:  7pm followed by adoration. 

SACRAMENTS: 
Reconciliation:    Saturday 10am to 10.30am & 4pm to 4.30pm. 
Baptismal Preparation:    First Tuesday of The Month. Call Parish Office to register. 
Baptisms:     11am Sundays  
Weddings:      By arrangement  with six months notice 
Care for the Sick:     Please call the presbytery.  

           DEVOTIONS:   
Rosary:           After weekday masses  
Adoration:           9.30am Saturday & first Friday of the month  (cancelled until further notice) 
Italian Prayer Group:  Tuesday. 10am - Lower Parish Hall. (currently cancelled until further restrictions ease) 

Churches reopened 

www.stmelscampsie.org.au 

Even though mass attendance is now 

unlimited we are still required to comply 

with the social distancing rule which is 

4sqm per person. This means with the 

area available in our Church we can 

only accommodate 100 people per 

mass.  In line with this requirement on 

every pew you will find a sticker indicat-

ing where you are to sit during masses. 

We realize that families have indicated 

that they would like to be seated together 

however if we allow families to sit as 

groups  we would need to separate peo-

ple further apart and that would restrict 

our numbers in the area we have. So out 

of respect of others we kindly ask if you 

could adhere to the social distancing 

rules in place. 

If you would like to attend mass or know 

somebody who would like to attend, we 

ask you first to register at our parish 

website at: 

www.stmelscampsie.org.au  

(This website is a work in progress so 

again we appreciate your patience.) 

If you do not have access to a computer 

or internet call or email the parish office 

and we will be able to assist you to regis-

ter for your preferred mass. 

We do understand the frustration of not 

being able to attend mass as usual, how-

ever, we ask you to be patient and abide 

by the current restrictions.  

Please note that on weekends you will 

need to enter the Church via the front 

entrance, and during the weekday you 

will need to use the side door only, 

(presbytery side).  

On entering and leaving the 

Church you must sanitise your hands 

using the sanitiser dispensers avail-

able.  

If a confirmed case of COVID-19 occurs 

in a parish, every person who has regis-

tered as an attendee of the parish will be 

contacted with further instructions. 

Month of November Mass Intentions 

(Book Of Remembrance) 

 

November is a special time when we  pray for all 

our deceased family, friends, relatives and all souls 

in Purgatory.  

In preparation for masses during November, we 

will have our ‘Book of Remembrance’ which will 

include all the names of our deceased loved ones 

whom you would like to pray and offer masses 

for. In order for us to prepare the Book of Re-

membrance we invite you to place a November 

Mass envelope with the names of your deceased 

loved ones whom you would like mass offered 

for in the basket that will be placed beside the 

Altar during the whole month of October. 

(Envelopes can be found at the  back of the Church 

and at each side entrance of the Church). This will 

give us enough time to print the names and have 

the book ready for the 1st November. The Book of 

Remembrance will be part of each mass during 

November and part of the Offertory Procession at 

weekend masses. Please note that during the 

month of November, no separate mass inten-

tions will be mentioned; every mass will be of-

fered for all intentions that are written in the 

Book Of Remembrance. It is good to offer mass 

for all our deceased loved ones, yet it is even more 

rewarding to attend mass and pray for them your-

self.  

All Saints and All Souls Day 

1st and 2nd November, 2020 
 

All Saints Day is on Sunday 1st November mass 

times are at 8.30am, 10am and 5pm.  
 

All Souls Day is on Monday 2nd November mass 

times are at 9am and 7pm. 

Please remember to register for these masses 

online. 
 

November is a special time to pray for the dead. A 

plenary indulgence may be gained for the dead, 

once only, by visiting a church on the 2nd Novem-

ber and praying the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed. 

Three conditions are required for gaining the indul-

gence: Sacramental confession, Eucharistic com-

munion, and prayer for the pope’s intentions. 



 

FIRST READING Ex 22:20-26 

 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this, 

“You must not molest the stranger or oppress him, for 

you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must 

not be harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if you 

are harsh with them, they will surely cry out to me, and 

be sure I shall hear their cry; my anger will flare and I 

shall kill you with the sword, your own wives will be 

widows, your own children orphans. 

“If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor 

man among you, you must not play the usurer with him: 

you must not demand interest from him. 

“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give 

it back to him before sunset. It is all the covering he has; 

it is the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he 

sleep in? If he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of 

pity.”’ 

 

WORD OF THE LORD. 
 

 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R. v.2 
 

(R.) I love You Lord, my strength 

  

 

 I love you, Lord, my strength,  

my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 

My God is the rock where I take refuge; 

my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 

The Lord is worthy of all praise: 

when I call I am saved from my foes. (R.) 

 

 Long life to the Lord, my rock!  

Praised be the God who saves me. 

He has given great victories to his king 

and shown his love for his anointed. (R.) 

25th October, 2020    Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
 

SECOND READING   1 Thes 1:5-10 

 
 

A reading from the first letter of the St Paul to 

the Thessalonians 
 

You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with 

you, which was for your instruction, and you were led to 

become imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was with 

the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel, in 

spite of the great opposition all round you. This has made 

you the great example to all believers in Macedonia and 

Achaia since it was from you that the word of the Lord 

started to spread – and not only throughout Macedonia and 

Achaia, for the news of your faith in God has spread eve-

rywhere. We do not need to tell other people about it: 

other people tell us how we started the work among you, 

how you broke with idolatry when you were converted to 

God and became servants of the real, living God; and how 

you are now waiting for Jesus, his Son, whom he raised 

from the dead, to come from heaven to save us from the 

retribution which is coming. 

WORD OF THE LORD. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 14:23 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, 

and my Father will love them and we will come to them. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

GOSPEL Mt 22:34-40 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according 

 Matthew 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sad-

ducees they got together and, to disconcert him, one of 

them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest com-

mandment of the law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first com-

mandment. The second resembles it: you must love your 

neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments hang 

the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’ 

 GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

CatholicCare  

outreach to the lonely and isolated 

CatholicCare and the Parishes of the Sydney 

Archdiocese are here to support vulnerable 

people in our local communities during lock-

down. We can connect local volunteers to peo-

ple who need help with their shopping and er-

rands or even just for a regular friendly chat 

over the phone. If you, or someone you know, 

could use a little help during this time, 

CCareline 13 18 19 can connect you with a lo-

cal volunteer from your community. CCareline 

13 18 19 is a free and confidential helpline for 

counselling, relationships, parenting, ageing, 

disabilities, addictions and mental health. 

CCareline is here to help. Call 13 18 19 Mon-

day to Friday 8am to 6pm.  

We remember in our Masses   
Lord, we commend to your loving care all the sick of our parish:  Y.P Ching, Therese Shmely, Iris Eagleson, 

Dyan Rivai, Jerome Evan Carrillo, Joan Karam, Violet El-Kazzi, Elena Lorenzo, George Mattar, Nicholas Galvez 

Sr, Jeanette Lahood, Michelle & Toufic El-Dib, Leila Machaalany, John Duigan, Helena Knox, Cong Hen 

Khong, Peter Xu, Flordeliza Gonzales, Joshua & Francesco Frascella, Lisa Santo, Cindy Williams, John Heirlehy, 

Mary Maney, Chahid Hanna, Joseph Romain, Maura Turija, Betty Williams, Ampy Bollman, Mark & Merle Bat-

terson, Ramon Alonzo, Rosalie Ferraren, David Sheumack, Claude & Jeanette Chidiac, Madeline Abouzeid, 

 Lord, we pray for our recently deceased especially: Alejandro Henriquez, Elizabeth Khoury, Celine Haykal, 

Mervyn Baldwin, Joyce Yip, Antonios Khoury Boulos Constantine, Eileen MaCarthy, Clara Baet, Wiyano Hin-

darto, Habib Safi, Youmana Farhart, Rolly Madrona, John James Lee, Maria Di Noia, Antointette Pace, Marie 

Varini, Clara Baet, Avelina Jimenez, We also pray for all the Souls of the faithful departed:  Tony Abouzeid, 

Joubran Joubran, Joe Joubran, Martinez Salazar families, Safi, Sabbagh, George, Allison, Coorey & McKenzie 

families, Sr. Fertuna Meskel, Meskel, Letai & Johannes,  Concordia Daco, members of the Martinez Salazar 

families, Flovina Malubag, Rose Giampietro, Leodegario Enting Chan, Francesco Viterale, Maria & Jose Da 

Silva, Aaron Vidal,  Therese Badaoui, James Lahood, Sayed Saad, Shirley Gorrie, We pray for those whose an-

niversaries occur at this time:  Victor Samuel, Therese Nader, Anthony George, Carmel Moses, Antonio 

Ramos, Vitorina Ramos, Maria Morias Lord Hear Us. 

GOSPEL REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 

Like last week’s gospel, we again have an example of the Pharisees seeking to ‘catch Jesus out’ in his interpreta-

tion of scripture. The Pharisees were regarded as the great interpreters of the Torah – the Law. To them, ALL the 

commandments were vitally important, not just the Ten Commandments given to Moses with which we are per-

haps most familiar, but the 613 mitzvot (commandments) contained within the Torah – the first five books of the 

Bible. These 613 mitzvot governed all aspects of Jewish life. For the Pharisees to ask Jesus about the ‘greatest’ 

commandment was a blatant challenge to him. Perhaps they expected Jesus to name one commandment and then 

they could challenge him with a whole series of ‘What about …?’ questions. 

Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees highlights their preoccupation with the particulars of the Law contained within 

scripture. In their over-emphasis on the details of religious observance, they have forgotten about the most basic 

element of faith: to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind. Jesus reminds them that being 

faithful to God isn’t about following precise rules but rather it is simply about loving God. With this one sentence, 

Jesus undermines the power position of the Pharisees. If the Law is as simple as ‘Love God’, what need is there of 

Pharisees to interpret the details of the Law? Having pulled the rug out from under them, Jesus follows up with 

his reminder that the second most important commandment is to love your neighbour as yourself. This is a call to 

compassion and justice that Jesus practised freely but was sadly lacking in the religious authorities of his time. 
 

Scriptural context – Quoting scripture 

The question and response that we see in this gospel passage was a common form of scholarly debate in the Jew-

ish tradition. The Pharisees ask Jesus which of the commandments is the greatest. Jesus responds by directly quot-

ing the commandment from the ancient scriptures. His reply, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind,’ comes directly from Deuteronomy 6:4. Further, Jesus’ fol-

lowup, ‘you must love your neighbour as yourself,’ comes from Leviticus 19:18. Deuteronomy and Leviticus are 

two of the first five books of the Bible that make up the Jewish Torah, or Law. 
 

Living the Gospel – Compassion 

Jesus’ words call us to love our neighbour as ourselves. We are called to treat others as we would like to be 

treated ourselves. To be able to do this, we need to picture ourselves in their place – experiencing all that they are 

experiencing; not imposing our own values and circumstances. To see ourselves in the place of another is the key 

to responding with compassion. The origin of the word ‘compassion’ means experiencing with. If we are able to 

truly ‘experience with’ another person perhaps then we can genuinely recognise and respond to their needs. 
 

Gospel Focus – Love your neighbour as yourself 

There is an implicit, or understood, commandment within the command to love your neighbour as yourself. That 

is, we must first love ourselves. Whilst to say someone ‘loves themself’ is used as a criticism of a person who is a 

bit too vain, that is not what is intended here. If we are to love others as we love ourselves we must first be con-

tent and happy with who we are. It is only when we are comfortable with who we are that we are able to reach out 

to those around us with compassion. 


