
St Mel’s Parish 
Est 1915 

Feast Day: 6th February 
 

7 Evaline Street Campsie NSW 2194 
Ph. 9787 1582    

 

Email: stmelscampsie@bigpond.com 
Website: www.stmelscampsie.org.au 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Anthony Mifsud 
 

Parish Secretary:  Diane Daher 
 

Parish Office Opening hours: 9.30am-3pm on 
Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday.   

Monday & Wednesday office is closed. 
 

 

St Mel’s Catholic Primary School:  
9789 3800 

 

 

 

 

PARISH MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil:  5pm 
Sunday:   8.30am, 10am and (5pm mass during COVID-19 restrictions) 
Weekdays:   9am Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,  
Wednesday:  7pm followed by adoration. 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
 

Reconciliation:  4pm to 4.30pm. 
Baptisms:    By arrangement, please call Parish Office  or download an application  
     from the Parish website at :www.stmelscampsie.org.au 
Weddings:    By arrangement  with six months notice 
Care for the Sick:   Please call the presbytery.  

          

  DEVOTIONS:   
 

Rosary:           After weekday masses  
Adoration:           After Wednesday 7pm Mass. 
Italian Prayer Group:  Tuesday. 10am - Lower Parish Hall.  

 

SAINTS AND FEAST DAYS THIS MONTH 
 

Tuesday 2nd February:  The Presentation of  The Lord  (Feast) 
Friday 5th February:  St Agatha (virgin, martyr) 
Saturday 6th February:  St  Mel’s (Feast) 
      St Paul Miki and Companions (martyrs) 
Wednesday 10th February: St Scholastica (virgin) 
Wednesday 17th February: Ash Wednesday (fast and abstinence) 
Monday 22nd  February: The Chair of  St Peter (apostle-Feast) 
 

Easter Mass Times 2021 

 

Ash Wednesday: 17th February, 2021 

Masses at: 9am, 5pm and 7pm 

 

Stations of The Cross  

Every Friday during Lent, beginning the  

19th February until the 26th March.  

Rosary at 6.30pm 

Mass will be celebrated at 7pm followed by  

Stations of  the Cross.  

  

Reconciliation (1st Rite)  

19th February –26th March, 2021  

Every Friday during Lent  

from 10.00am –10.30am. 

Saturday evenings from 4pm - 4.30pm 

2nd April- Good Friday Following the  

Stations of  the Cross. (see below) 

  

 Palm Sunday: 27th / 28th March, 2021 
Blessings of  palms at all masses. 

5pm Vigil Mass on Saturday 27th March 

8.30am and 10am Mass Sunday 28th March,  

 

Holy Thursday:  1st April, 2021  

(No 9am Mass) 

7pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

8pm – 10pm: Quiet prayer & adoration 

Concluding with night prayer.  

The Church will remain open until 10.30pm 

 

 Good Friday:  2nd April, 2021 

10.00am:  Stations of the Cross 
1st Rite of  Reconciliation: after Stations of  the Cross 

3pm: The Lord’s Passion 

 

Holy Saturday:   3rd April, 2021 

No 9am Mass 

6.00pm:   Easter Vigil 

  

Easter Sunday:  4th April, 2021  

Mass at 8.30am and 10am. 

 

 Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th April, 2021 

 No Mass 

 

Annual Catechists Mass at  

St Mary’s Cathedral 

The  Annual Catechist Mass will take place on: 

Sunday 7 February at 2:30pm at St Mary’s  

Cathedral 
The Principal Celebrant: Archbishop Anthony 

Fisher OP  

Long serving catechists will be acknowledged and 

awarded for 20, 25, 30, 40 and 50 years of cate-

chetical service. 

 

Under COVID-19 restrictions, attendance at the 

Mass will be limited to no more than 500 people. 

St Mary’s Cathedral will be livestreaming the 

Mass via its You Tube channel for those unable to 

attend in person, via this link:  

https://youtu.be/myqi2nC_SpQ 

Livestreamed Masses across the Archdiocese  

of Sydney 
The Archdiocese is continuing to publish details 

online of parishes which are offering livestreamed 

Masses on this webpage due to COVID-19 restric-

tions, please see : 

 https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-

masses/. 

COVID-19 update 

The NSW Government has announced a further 

easing of COVID-19 restrictions on churches, 

which are in place this weekend. 

 

Places of worship will be allowed to have one 

person per four-square-metres with no maxi-

mum cap.  

 

Please note that due to the size of our Church 

we are still only permitted to have a maximum 

capacity of 100 people per mass. 
 

Masks are still compulsory and NSW Health 

can impose a $200 fine on each individual fail-

ing to abide by this rule. 

 

All Churches are still required to keep attendance 

records of all masses. On arrival please see our 

COVID marshal and also use the QR code pro-

vided at the main entrance of our Church. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/myqi2nC_SpQ
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/


FIRST READING Dt 18:15-20 

 

A reading from the book of Dueteronomy 

Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for you 

a prophet like myself, from among yourselves, from your 

own brothers; to him you must listen. This is what you 

yourselves asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the 

day of the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you said 

“the voice of the Lord my God, nor look any longer on 

this great fire, or I shall die”; and the Lord said to me, 

“All they have spoken is well said. I will raise up a 

prophet like yourself for them from their own brothers; I 

will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell them 

all I command him. The man who does not listen to my 

words that he speaks in my name, shall be held answer-

able to me for it. But the prophet who presumes to say in 

my name a thing I have not commanded him to say, or 

who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall 

die.”’ 

 WORD OF THE LORD. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.9 

 

(R.) If today you hear His voice, harden not your hearts 

   

 Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;  

hail the rock who saves us. 

Let us come before him, giving thanks, 

with songs let us hail the Lord.   (R.) 

 

 Come in, let us kneel and bend low;  

let us kneel before the God who made us 

for he is our God and we 

the people who belong to his pasture, 

the flock that is led by his hand. (R.) 

 

 O that today you would listen to his voice!  

‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 

as on that day at Massah in the desert 

when your fathers put me to the test; 

when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ (R.) 

31st January, 2021    Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time    (Year B)  

SECOND READING   1 Cor 7:32-35 

 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 

Corinthians 

I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmar-

ried man can devote himself to the Lord’s affairs, all he 

need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a married 

man has to bother about the world’s affairs and devote 

himself to pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the 

same way an unmarried woman, like a young girl, can 

devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry 

about is being holy in body and spirit. The married 

woman, on the other hand, has to worry about the 

world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing her hus-

band. I say this only to help you, not to put a halter 

round your necks, but simply to make sure that every-

thing is as it should be, and that you give your undi-

vided attention to the Lord. 

WORD OF THE LORD. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 4:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A people in darkness have seen a great light: 

a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL Mk 1:21-28 

A reading from the Holy Gospel  

according  Mark 
 

Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and 

as soon as the Sabbath came Jesus went to the syna-

gogue and began to teach. And his teaching made a 

deep impression on them because, unlike the scribes, he 

taught them with authority. 

In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed 

by an unclean spirit, and it shouted, ‘What do you want 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 

us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.’ But Je-

sus said sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the 

unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions and with a 

loud cry went out of him. The people were so aston-

ished that they started asking each other what it all 

meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new’ they said ‘and 

with authority behind it: he gives orders even to unclean 

spirits and they obey him.’ And his reputation rapidly 

spread everywhere, through all the surrounding Galilean 

countryside. 

GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

We remember in our Masses   
Lord, we commend to your loving care all the sick of our parish:  Y.P Ching, Therese Shmely, Iris Eagleson, 

Dyan Rivai, Jerome Evan Carrillo, Joan Karam, Violet El-Kazzi, Elena Lorenzo, George Mattar, Nicholas Galvez 

Sr, Michelle & Toufic El-Dib, Leila Machaalany, John Duigan, Helena Knox, Cong Hen Khong, Peter Xu, Flor-

deliza Gonzales, Joshua & Francesco Frascella, Lisa Santo, Cindy Williams, John Heirlehy, Mary Maney, Chahid 

Hanna, Joseph Romain, Maura Turija, Betty Williams, Ampy Bollman, Mark & Merle Batterson, Ramon Alonzo, 

Rosalie Ferraren, David Sheumack, Claude & Jeanette Chidiac, Madeline Abouzeid, 

 Lord, we pray for our recently deceased especially: Enrique Valencia, Mary Marie Soufi,  William Armando 

Carcia Carcamo, Alejandro Henriquez, Elizabeth Khoury, Celine Haykal, Mervyn Baldwin, Joyce Yip, Antonios 

Khoury Boulos Constantine, Eileen MaCarthy, Clara Baet, Wiyano Hindarto, Habib Safi, Youmana Farhart, 

Rolly Madrona, John James Lee, Maria Di Noia, Antointette Pace, Marie Varini, Clara Baet, Avelina Jimenez, 

We also pray for all the Souls of the faithful departed:  Jounran Jounran, Joe Joubran, Tony Abouzeid, Jose Da 

Sillva, Francesco Viterale, Judy Stanton, Marc & France, Raphael Fernando, Rosie Fernandes, Kfarsghab Com-

munity, Abood, Shaheen, Kanaan & Karam families, Raphael & Maureena Coorey, Therese Badaoui, James La-

hood, Sayed Saad, Shirley Gorrie, We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Eva Farhart, Bri-

gida Loshiavo, Ginette Bhuruth, Dominga Paz Estanislao, Tony Karam,   Lord Hear Us. 

 

Gospel Reflection               by Greg Sunter 

Although this week’s gospel is a relatively short passage, there’s a lot going on within it. Firstly, we are presented 

with Jesus going to the synagogue in Capernaum and teaching there. This immediately indicates that Jesus must 

have been quite well educated – he was obviously able to read from the Torah in Hebrew and then teach about it 

with an impressive level of authority. In fact at the end of the passage, the people seem more impressed with his 

teaching than with the act of casting out the unclean spirit! Secondly, in the interaction with the unclean spirit, it 

knows Jesus and identifies him as the ‘Holy One of God’. Jesus sharply tells the spirit to ‘Be quiet!’ Jesus almost 

appears to want to silence the spirit before it says any more about who he really is. This is a feature of the gospel 

of Mark in which the identity of Jesus as the Messiah is kept under wraps but breaks out in unlikely places – 

known as the Messianic secret. 

Whenever an exorcism miracle occurs in the gospels the emphasis is on the reaction to the miracle much more 

than the action itself. Here, the casting out of the unclean spirit appears to confirm for the people the authority that 

they sensed in the teaching of Jesus. Liberating the possessed man from the unclean spirit is an illustration of the 

way in which the people themselves were liberated by Jesus’ teaching. It is the message, the teaching, of Jesus 

that frees people. It is in this way that his understanding of Messiah is revealed. Jesus wants people to come to 

that knowledge through understanding his message, rather than being impressed by miraculous actions. 

Historical Context – He said what? 

In an age when most people were illiterate, Jesus appears to have been quite well educated. Some suggest that he 

may have spoken three or four different languages. He obviously spoke everyday Aramaic, as it was spoken in 

that region. Jesus also appears to have been taught Hebrew, the language of religious texts and religious practice. 

Greek, the language of trade in marketplaces, was a language that Jesus probably used when helping Joseph sell 

his carpentry products at stalls and markets. Finally, Jesus probably picked up a reasonable amount of Latin, the 

language of the Roman occupiers – he was able to hold a conversation with Pontius Pilate. 

Scriptural context – The Messianic Secret 

A feature of the Gospel of Mark is an element of secrecy and confusion that surrounds Jesus’ identity. He silences 

demons who would announce his identity and warns those he heals to be quiet about what has occurred. There is a 

real lack of understanding displayed by the disciples about who Jesus is. At one point, Jesus asks the disciples, 

‘who do you think I am?’ They identify him as the Messiah but immediately demonstrate that they don’t really 

understand what that means. The theme that runs through the gospel is a developing understanding of what it 

means that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Gospel Focus – Exorcisms 

This week’s gospel features an exorcism by Jesus – driving an unclean spirit out of a possessed man. Some people 

read these acts of exorcism as being literally true. Others are keen to demonstrate that these ‘possessions’ de-

scribed in the gospels are able to be explained by various manifestations of mental illness. The thrashing fits de-

scribed in the gospels have been likened to epileptic seizures, and episodes of paranoia and schizophrenia might 

explain the first century understanding of possession. Rather than trying to justify or explain away these events, 

we must seek to understand the gospel writer’s purpose in including such episodes. 


