
St Mel’s Parish 
Est 1915 

Feast Day: 6th February 
 

7 Evaline Street Campsie NSW 2194 
Ph. 9787 1582    

 

Email: stmelscampsie@bigpond.com 
Website: www.stmelscampsie.org.au 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Anthony Mifsud 
 

Parish Secretary:  Diane Daher 
 

Parish Office Opening hours: 9.30am-3pm on 
Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday.   

Monday & Wednesday office is closed. 
 

 

St Mel’s Catholic Primary School:  
9789 3800 

 

 

 

 

PARISH MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil:  5pm 
Sunday:   8.30am, 10am and (5pm mass during COVID-19 restrictions) 
Weekdays:   9am Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,  (8.30am Rosary) 
Wednesday:  7pm followed by adoration. 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
 

Reconciliation:  4pm to 4.30pm. 
Baptisms:    By arrangement, please call Parish Office  or download an application  
     from the Parish website at :www.stmelscampsie.org.au 
Weddings:    By arrangement  with six months notice 
Care for the Sick:   Please call the presbytery.  

          

  DEVOTIONS:   
 

Rosary:           After weekday masses  
Adoration:           After Wednesday 7pm Mass. 
Italian Prayer Group:  Tuesday. 10am - Lower Parish Hall.  

 

SAINTS AND FEAST DAYS THIS MONTH 
 

Tuesday 2nd February:  The Presentation of  The Lord  (Feast) 
Friday 5th February:  St Agatha (virgin, martyr) 
Saturday 6th February:  St  Mel’s (Feast) 
      St Paul Miki and Companions (martyrs) 
Wednesday 10th February: St Scholastica (virgin) 
Wednesday 17th February: Ash Wednesday (fast and abstinence) 
Monday 22nd  February: The Chair of  St Peter (apostle-Feast) 
 

Easter Mass Times 2021 

 

Ash Wednesday: 17th February, 2021 

Masses at: 9am, 5pm and 7pm 

 

Stations of The Cross  

Every Friday during Lent, beginning the  

19th February until the 26th March.  

Rosary at 6.30pm 

Mass will be celebrated at 7pm followed by  

Stations of  the Cross.  

  

Reconciliation (1st Rite)  

19th February –26th March, 2021  

Every Friday during Lent  

from 10.00am –10.30am. 

Saturday evenings from 4pm - 4.30pm 

2nd April- Good Friday Following the  

Stations of  the Cross. (see below) 

  

 Palm Sunday: 27th / 28th March, 2021 
Blessings of  palms at all masses. 

5pm Vigil Mass on Saturday 27th March 

8.30am and 10am Mass Sunday 28th March,  

 

Holy Thursday:  1st April, 2021  

(No 9am Mass) 

7pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

8pm – 10pm: Quiet prayer & adoration 

Concluding with night prayer.  

The Church will remain open until 10.30pm 

 

 Good Friday:  2nd April, 2021 

10.00am:  Stations of the Cross 
1st Rite of  Reconciliation: after Stations of  the Cross 

3pm: The Lord’s Passion 

 

Holy Saturday:   3rd April, 2021 

No 9am Mass 

6.00pm:   Easter Vigil 

  

Easter Sunday:  4th April, 2021  

Mass at 8.30am and 10am. 

 

 Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th April, 2021 

 No Mass 

 

Livestreamed Masses across the Archdiocese  

of Sydney 
The Archdiocese is continuing to publish details 

online of parishes which are offering livestreamed 

Masses on this webpage due to COVID-19 restric-

tions, please see : 

 https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-

masses/. 

COVID-19 update 
 

The NSW Government 

has announced a further 

easing of COVID-19 re-

strictions on churches, 

which are in place this 

weekend. 

Places of worship will be 

allowed to have one person per four-square-

metres with no maximum cap.  
 

Please note that due to the size of our Church 

we are still only permitted to have a maximum 

capacity of 100 people per mass. 
 

Masks are still compulsory and NSW Health 

can impose a $200 fine on each individual fail-

ing to abide by this rule. 
 

All Churches are still required to keep attendance 

records of all masses. On arrival please see our 

COVID marshal and also use the QR code pro-

vided at the main entrance of our Church. 

  Seminarian’s Corner       By Adrian. 

Hi everyone, my name is Adrian, a seminarian 

that will be helping out at St Mel’s for the next six 

months. While I’m here, I’m thinking of sharing a 

weekly reflection in the bulletin so please watch 

this space for the next few weeks. 

Wishing you all a blessed week ahead! 

God bless, Adrian 

Weekday Rosary 

On Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays the Rosary is 

being recited before Mass at 8.30am.  

All are welcome to join.  Thank you. 

Project Compassion Boxes 

As we come into the season of Lent, we kindly 

ask you to remember those who are less fortunate 

than we are. One way in which you can help is to 

donate to the works of Caritas Australia and col-

lect a Project Compassion Box from Tony as you 

leave Church today. These donations assist Cari-

tas Australia in their funding for emergency food, 

shelter, counseling and much more to those in 

need around the world. Thank you. 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/


FIRST READING Jb 7:1-4. 6-7 

 

A reading from the book of Job 

Job began to speak: 

Is not man’s life on earth nothing more than 

pressed service, 

his time no better than hired drudgery? 

Like the slave, sighing for the shade, 

or the workman with no thought but his wages, 

months of delusion I have assigned to me, 

nothing for my own but nights of grief. 

Lying in bed I wonder, ‘When will it be day?’ 

Risen I think, ‘How slowly evening comes!’ 

Restlessly I fret till twilight falls. 

Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle my days have 

passed, 

and vanished, leaving no hope behind. 

Remember that my life is but a breath, 

and that my eyes will never again see joy. 

 WORD OF THE LORD. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 146:1-6. R. v.3 

 

(R.) Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted 

   

   Praise the Lord for he is good;  

  sing to our God for he is loving: 

  to him our praise is due.   (R.) 

 

   The Lord builds up Jerusalem  

  and brings back Israel’s exiles, 

  he heals the broken-hearted, 

  he binds up all their wounds. 

  He fixes the number of the stars; 

  he calls each one by its name.  (R.) 

 

   Our Lord is great and almighty;  

  his wisdom can never be measured. 

  The Lord raises the lowly; 

  he humbles the wicked to the dust.   (R.) 

7th February, 2021    Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time    (Year B)  

SECOND READING   1 Cor 9:16-19. 22-23 

 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Co-

rinthians 

I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty 

which has been laid on me; I should be punished if I did not 

preach it! If I had chosen this work myself, I might have 

been paid for it, but as I have not, it is a responsibility which 

has been put into my hands. Do you know what my reward 

is? It is this: in my preaching, to be able to offer the Good 

News free, and not insist on the rights which the gospel gives 

me. 

So though I am not a slave of any man I have made myself 

the slave of everyone so as to win as many as I could. For 

the weak I made myself weak. I made myself all things to all 

men in order to save some at any cost; and I still do this, for 

the sake of the gospel, to have a share in its blessings. 

WORD OF THE LORD. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 8;17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

He bore our sickness, 

and endured our suffering. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

GOSPEL Mk 1:29-39 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to  

Mark 

On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and John 

straight to the house of Simon and Andrew. Now Simon’s 

mother-in-law had gone to bed with fever, and they told him 

about her straightaway. He went to her, took her by the hand 

and helped her up. And the fever left her and she began to 

wait on them. 

That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were 

sick and those who were possessed by devils. The whole 

town came crowding round the door, and he cured many 

who were suffering from diseases of one kind or another; he 

also cast out many devils, but he would not allow them to 

speak, because they knew who he was. 

In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left the 

house, and went off to a lonely place and prayed there. 

Simon and his companions set out in search of him, and 

when they found him they said, ‘Everybody is looking for 

you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go elsewhere, to the neighbour-

ing country towns, so that I can preach there too, because 

that is why I came.’ And he went all through Galilee, preach-

ing in their synagogues and casting out devils. 

GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

We remember in our Masses   
Lord, we commend to your loving care all the sick of our parish:  Y.P Ching, Therese Shmely, Iris Eagleson, 

Dyan Rivai, Jerome Evan Carrillo, Joan Karam, Violet El-Kazzi, Elena Lorenzo, George Mattar, Nicholas Galvez 

Sr, Michelle & Toufic El-Dib, Leila Machaalany, John Duigan, Helena Knox, Cong Hen Khong, Peter Xu, Flor-

deliza Gonzales, Joshua & Francesco Frascella, Lisa Santo, Cindy Williams, John Heirlehy, Mary Maney, Chahid 

Hanna, Joseph Romain, Maura Turija, Betty Williams, Ampy Bollman, Mark & Merle Batterson, Ramon Alonzo, 

Rosalie Ferraren, David Sheumack, Claude & Jeanette Chidiac, Madeline Abouzeid, 

 Lord, we pray for our recently deceased especially: Lucia Palazzotto, Brigida Loshiavo, Enrique Valencia, 

Mary Marie Soufi,  We also  pray for all the Souls of the faithful departed:  Joubran Joubran, Joe Joubran, 

Tony Abouzeid, Jose Da Sillva, Francesco Viterale, Souad & Michael Chidiac and deceased family, George Azzi 

and deceased family, Farid Yousef Azzi and deceased family, Georges Melhem Azzi and deceased family,  

Alejandro Henriquez, Elizabeth Khoury, Celine Haykal, Mervyn Baldwin, Joyce Yip, Antonios Khoury Boulos 

Constantine, Eileen MaCarthy, Clara Baet,  Habib Safi, Youmana Farhart, Maria Di Noia, Avelina Jimenez, 

Therese Badaoui, James Lahood, Sayed Saad, Shirley Gorrie, We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at 

this time: Zenaida Tuico, Emanuel SPiteri, Antoine & Najem, Jose Da Silva, Eduardo Carreon,  Lord Hear Us. 

Gospel Reflection               by Greg Sunter 

This week’s gospel follows directly on from last week’s reading and, as is typical with Mark’s gospel, 

the events occur on the very same day. The urgency of the gospel is obvious in this week’s reading; Jesus 

had a very busy 24 hours! Having launched his public ministry in the synagogue earlier that day, Jesus 

accompanies his new disciples to meet some of their family and have a meal. However, on arriving at the 

home of Simon and Andrew, they find Simon’s mother-in-law is sick. Unlike the public displays of his 

healing power that preceded and will follow this episode, Jesus does not say anything but simply takes 

the woman by the hand and helps her up. Her response of beginning to wait on Jesus and his disciples is 

a faith response and a recognition of who Jesus is. A theme that runs through this gospel is that the disci-

ples never fully understand who Jesus is. Here, a woman who has just met him recognises him as the 

Messiah and begins to serve him. 

Still on the same day, we see the expansion of Jesus’ healing ministry. On this one day he has cast an un-

clean spirit out of a possessed man in the synagogue, healed Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever and then 

healed the crowds of people who came to the door. The next morning he announces that they will take 

the ministry to the whole region of Galilee. In a very simple way, the gospel of Mark has described the 

growth of Jesus’ ministry from very humble isolated examples to a deliberate reaching out to the people 

of an entire region. 

Historical Context – Capernaum 

Jesus appears to have made Capernaum his base after leaving Nazareth. He may, in fact, have based him-

self at Simon Peter’s house. There are many references in the gospels to Jesus’ actions in Capernaum. 

Archaeologists have identified the house in Capernaum that they believe to be Simon Peter’s house – less 

than 100 metres from the Capernaum synagogue. Evidence reveals carved inscriptions and symbols that 

identify both Jesus and Peter. The house appears to have been used as a ‘house-church’ until a church 

was built on the site in the 5th Century. Excavations of the site can be seen today. 

Have you thought? Simon’s Wife? 

In this week’s reading, it is Simon’s mother-in-law who is healed. This obviously means that Simon is 

married. However, there is no mention whatsoever about his wife. Is she alive or dead? Do they have 

children? We have no indication. It is not until the writings of Paul (1 Cor 9:5) that we learn Simon Peter 

was indeed married and that his wife accompanied him on his travels. Perhaps this visit to his family 

home was to announce to his wife and family that he had decided to follow Jesus and give up fishing. 

Living the Gospel – Prayer 

In the midst of an extremely hectic 24 hours where Jesus effectively launches his public ministry, Jesus 

takes time to go aside to a lonely place and pray. The passage tells us that it was ‘long before dawn’ that 

he did this. It may have been his usual practice to pray early in the morning or he may have been restless 

after the events of the previous day and the thought of what lay ahead. Nevertheless, Jesus provides us 

with a model of using prayer to reflect on events and to prepare ourselves for the day ahead. 


