
St Mel’s Parish 
Est 1915 

Feast Day: 6th February 
 

7 Evaline Street Campsie NSW 2194 
Ph. 9787 1582    

 

Email: stmelscampsie@bigpond.com 
Website: www.stmelscampsie.org.au 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Anthony Mifsud 
 

Parish Secretary:  Diane Daher 
 

Parish Office Opening hours: 9.30am-3pm on 
Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday.   

Monday & Wednesday office is closed. 
 

 

St Mel’s Catholic Primary School:  
9789 3800 

 

 

 

 

PARISH MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil:  5pm 
Sunday:   8.30am, 10am and (5pm mass during COVID-19 restrictions) 
Weekdays:   9am Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,  (8.30am Rosary) 
Wednesday:  7pm followed by adoration. 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
Reconciliation:  4pm to 4.30pm. 
Baptisms:    By arrangement, please call Parish Office  or download an application  
     from the Parish website at :www.stmelscampsie.org.au 
Weddings:    By arrangement  with six months notice 
Care for the Sick:   Please call the presbytery.  

       DEVOTIONS:   
 

Rosary:           8.30am every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday  
Rosary:    6.30pm every Friday during Lent  
Mass and  
Stations of  The Cross: 7pm every Friday during Lent 
Adoration:           After Wednesday 7pm Mass. 
Italian Prayer Group:  Tuesday. 10am - Lower Parish Hall. (currently cancelled until further notice) 

 

SAINTS AND FEAST DAYS THIS MONTH 
 
 

Wednesday 17th March:  St Patrick, (bishop, solemnity ) 
Friday 19th March:   St Joseph, Spouse of  The Blessed Virgin Mary 
Thursday 25th March:  The Annunciation of  The Lord (solemnity) 
Sunday 28th March:  Palm Sunday 
 

Easter Mass Times 2021 

 

Stations of The Cross  
 

Every Friday during Lent until the 26th March.  

Rosary at 6.30pm 

Mass will be celebrated at 7pm followed by  

Stations of  the Cross.  

  

Reconciliation (1st Rite)  
 

Every Friday during Lent  

from 9.30am –10.00am. 

Saturday evenings from 4pm - 4.30pm 

During Holy Week: every Tuesday and  

Thursday 9.30am - 10am  

Good Friday Following the  

Stations of  the Cross. (see below) 

  

 Palm Sunday: 27th / 28th March, 2021 
 

Blessings of  palms at all masses. 

5pm Vigil Mass on Saturday 27th March 

8.30am,10am and 5pm Mass on Sunday 

 28th March,  

 

Holy Thursday:  1st April, 2021 
 

(No 9am Mass) 

7pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

8pm – 10pm: Quiet prayer & adoration 

Concluding with night prayer.  

The Church will remain open until 10.30pm 

 

 Good Friday:  2nd April, 2021 
 

10.00am:  Stations of the Cross 
1st Rite of  Reconciliation: after Stations of  the Cross 

3pm: The Lord’s Passion 

 

Holy Saturday:   3rd April, 2021 
 

No morning mass 

6.00pm:   Easter Vigil 

  

Easter Sunday:  4th April, 2021 
 

Mass at 8.30am and 10am. 

 

 Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th April, 2021 
 

 No Mass 

 

  Seminarian’s Corner       By Adrian. 

A God who delights in us 

In my past reflections, I wrote about the impor-

tance of making a conscious effort to Love Jesus. A 

few days ago, I wondered to myself: what can my 

Love add to Jesus? I mean, Jesus is already perfect: 

He lacks nothing… Then, is there any meaning to 

me trying to Love Jesus? 
 

As I ponder deeper, I realise that while I cannot 

add anything to God’s glory, God is still very much 

delighted in my Love. I am reminded of a little boy 

that tries his best to draw a portrait of his father as 

a gift. Since he is only little, his drawing is far from 

perfect: there are smudges everywhere on the pa-

per. Despite these imperfections, his father is very 

much pleased to receive this gift. He frames it and 

puts it on his desk to remind him of the Love of his 

son.  
 

Similarly, I think our God is very much delighted 

to receive our Love – even though our Love is far 

from perfect. My friends, may we never feel that 

we are not good enough to Love God: look at how 

He delights in receiving our Love! 

A Message from St Mel’s Catholic School 

Bicentenary of Catholic education in Australia 

This year marks the bicentenary of Catholic educa-

tion in Australia.  200 years is a long time and 

many students have been educated in the many 

Catholic schools around Australia during this time.  

Diocese across the country have united to launch a 

year of celebrations.   

Visit the website https://200years.catholic.edu.au/... 

Sydney Catholic Schools and St Mel’s will be in-

volved in some of these celebrations over the com-

ing months.  

We would love to hear from anyone in the commu-

nity who is an ex-student of St Mel’s.  To share 

your story, please go to our Facebook page .  

www.facebook.com/StMelsPrimarySchoolCampsie 

When did you attend this school?  Which teachers 

do you remember? 

St Patrick’s Day Mass 

Bishop Terry Brady extends an invitation to join 

him for the Annual St Patrick’s Day Mass on 

Wednesday 17th March 2021 at 10.30am at St 

Mary’s Cathedral. 

St  Mel’s Catholic Primary School 

St Mel’s Catholic Primary School is enrolling now 

for 2022. Come along to their Open Day on Thurs-

day the 25th March  

Session 1: 8am and Session 2 at 3.30pm. 

Please call: 9789 3800 for further info. 

https://200years.catholic.edu.au/?_sm_au_=i25tfQ2JsTjz6F4qTW8f8K0F8L2kq&fbclid=IwAR1pa9cDftxNJM0G3y49vUhWfWLMMCVDk2LALFcA_7WDshe6B9qcXb2TjE0


 

FIRST READING Ex 20:1-17 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I am the 

Lord your God who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

‘You shall have no gods except me. 

‘You shall not make yourself a carved image or 

any likeness of anything in heaven or on earth 

beneath or in the waters under the earth; you 

shall not bow down to them or serve them. For I, 

the Lord your God, am a jealous God and I pun-

ish the father’s fault in the sons, the grandsons, 

and the great-grandsons of those who hate me; 

but I show kindness to thousands of those who 

love me and keep my commandments. 

‘You shall not utter the name of the Lord your 

God to misuse it, for the Lord will not leave un-

punished the man who utters his name to misuse 

it. 

‘Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. For 

six days you shall labour and do all your work, 

but the seventh day is a sabbath for the Lord your 

God. You shall do no work on that day, neither 

you nor your son nor your daughter nor your ser-

vants, men or women, not your animals nor the 

stranger who lives with you. For in six days the 

Lord made the heavens and the earth and the sea 

and all that these hold, but on the seventh day he 

rested; that is why the Lord has blessed the sab-

bath day and made it sacred. 

‘Honour your father and your mother so that you 

may have a long life in the land that the Lord 

your God has given to you. 

‘You shall not kill. 

‘You shall not commit adultery. 

‘You shall not steal. 

‘You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbour. 

‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his 

servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, 

or anything that is his.’ 

 WORD OF THE LORD. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
Ps 18:8-11. R. Jn 6:68 

(R.) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. 

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 

it gives wisdom to the simple.  (R.) 

7th March, 2021      Third Sunday of Lent   (Year B)  
 

The precepts of the Lord are right, they gladden the heart. 

The command of the Lord is clear, it gives light to the eyes. (R.) 
 

The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever. 

The decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just. (R.) 
 

They are more to be desired than gold,  

than the purest of gold and sweeter are they than honey, 

than honey from the comb.  (R.) 

 

SECOND READING   1 Cor 1:22-25 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to  

The Corinthians 

While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for wis-

dom, here are we preaching a crucified Christ; to the Jews an 

obstacle that they cannot get over, to the pagans madness, but to 

those who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a 

Christ who is the power and the wisdom of God. For God’s fool-

ishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength. 

WORD OF THE LORD. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 3:16 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 

that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

GOSPEL Jn 2:13-25 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to  John 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and 

in the Temple he found people selling cattle and sheep and pi-

geons, and the money changers sitting at their counters there. 

Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them all out of the 

Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’ 

coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, 

‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house 

into a market.’ Then his disciples remembered the words of 

scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The Jews inter-

vened and said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what you 

have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in 

three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty

-six years to build this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in 

three days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his 

body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remem-

bered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and 

the words he had said. 

During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many believed in 

his name when they saw the signs that he gave, but Jesus knew 

them all and did not trust himself to them; he never needed evi-

dence about any man; he could tell what a man had in him. 

GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

We remember in our Masses   
Lord, we commend to your loving care all the sick of our parish:  John Ignatius Hendricks, Y.P Ching, 

Therese Shmely, Iris Eagleson, Dyan Rivai, Jerome Evan Carrillo, Joan Karam, Violet El-Kazzi, Elena Lorenzo, 

George Mattar, Nicholas Galvez Sr, Michelle & Toufic El-Dib, Leila Machaalany, John Duigan, Helena Knox, 

Cong Hen Khong, Peter Xu, Flordeliza Gonzales, Joshua & Francesco Frascella, Lisa Santo, Cindy Williams, 

John Heirlehy, Mary Maney, Chahid Hanna, Joseph Romain, Maura Turija, Betty Williams, Ampy Bollman, 

Mark & Merle Batterson, Ramon Alonzo, Rosalie Ferraren, David Sheumack, Claude & Jeanette Chidiac, Made-

line Abouzeid,  Lord, we pray for our recently deceased especially: Hanna Nakhle Gebrael, Kwik Bun Wie, 

Erwin Alapide, Francis E. Texeira, Lucia Palazzotto, Brigida Loshiavo, Enrique Valencia, Mary Marie Soufi,  

We also  pray for all the Souls of the faithful departed:  Fadia & George Ziade, Jose Santos Ramos, Antonio 

de Barros, Therese Tabbiche, Fadia & George Ziade, Jose Santos Ramos, Moussa & Sussan Yousef, Joo Sung 

Joachim Jung,  George Skinner, Jose Santos Ramos, Latifi Fakhouri, Cecil Lahood, Yvonne Lahood and Family, 

Joubran Joubran, Joe Joubran, Tony Abouzeid, Jose Da Sillva, Therese Badaoui, James Lahood, Sayed Saad, We 

pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Gert Langbein, Anthony Samuel, Regina Maria Fernan-

des Angela Marabe Infante, Ho Joon Cho, Matilde Rodrigues, Elias Adoni, Denise Caramsing, Lord Hear Us. 

Gospel Reflection               by Greg Sunter 

The Temple in Jerusalem was (and still is) a powerful symbol of holiness and a symbol of the connection and re-

lationship between God and the Hebrew people. It is often assumed that Jesus’ anger was directed at the traders 

and moneychangers because their business had infringed on and desecrated the temple precinct. But the reality is 

a bit more complicated. The Temple was the holiest site for sacrifice to God. The tradition dictated that sacrifice 

made by a priest on the altar was the highest form of worship. The best animal to sacrifice was a healthy, properly 

formed creature. Rather than walking a lamb all the way from somewhere like Galilee to Jerusalem, the faithful 

would purchase their sacrifice animal at the Temple itself – thus the presence of the people selling cattle, sheep 

and doves. However, to further complicate matters, the Temple traders would not accept Roman coins to purchase 

the sacrificial animals as they bore the image of the deified emperor. Therefore, money changers were required to 

exchange Roman currency for acceptable coinage – so the money changers were also playing their part in the 

prayer life of the Temple. 

Jesus’ outrage is not so much with the traders and the money-changers as with the whole religious practice and 

hierarchical structure that has developed to a point where the only way a person can pray in a ‘valid’ way is to 

purchase an animal and hand it over to a priest who goes behind a screened wall to sacrifice the animal. The only 

way to seek God’s forgiveness and mercy was to ‘buy’ it at the Temple. This was what outraged Jesus. He could 

not stomach the injustice nor the barriers that had been erected between the people and their God. 

Scriptural context 

This episode of outrage in the Temple is recorded in all four of the Gospels. Interestingly, the three synoptic gos-

pels of Matthew, Mark and Luke place the event in the final days leading to Passion events while the Gospel of 

John places the event in the very early days of Jesus’ public ministry. While the three synoptics are likely to be 

more chronologically correct, the Gospel of John uses the event very deliberately to make the point that Jesus is 

the new Temple – the new focus of God’s presence in the world; the Word made flesh. 

Historical Context 

In Jewish tradition, the Temple marked the point of physical connection between God and humankind and be-

tween the past and the present. It was where God’s story and humanity’s story met. However, in the year 70 C.E. 

– some 40 years after Jesus – the Temple was destroyed by the Romans. The gospel of John is written another 

20+ years later and so the reality of the Temple’s destruction is still trying to be absorbed by the people. It was a 

very powerful image for the gospel writer to suggest that Jesus was the new Temple – the new point of connec-

tion. 

Different View – Just like Jesus 

This gospel passage must be one of the most commonly misused passages in the Bible. So often it is used as justi-

fication for someone losing their temper, or worse, an outrageous temper tantrum, or ‘dummy spit’. People will 

declare in their defence, ‘Well, Jesus lost his temper and got angry in the Temple!’ They fail to appreciate the dif-

ference between their own hot-headedness and the outrage against injustice that was being expressed by Jesus. 

They also seem to miss the significance of the fact that this was a ‘one off’ for Jesus! 


